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Elementary Language Arts

Guided Reading Mini Lesson: Biscuit Goes to School

Introduction and Review

This lesson plan is intended to teach new words to the class from the text Biscuit Goes to School as well and challenge students to infer meaning through images and decode words they have difficulty with. Students are also questioned about the story to check comprehension. Assessment is on fluency and comprehension using a mastering chart that records the date a child achieves a given task. This story is written at a kindergarten - grade 1 reading level based on the scholastic leveling system.
Materials

· Biscuit Goes to School by Alyssa Satin Capucilli and pictures by Pat Schories
· “Biscuit Goes to School  Word Wall words” printout
· Tape or tacks for the word wall

· “Guided Reading Assessment Rubric” printout
Before (5-7min)
Students assessed during guiding reading time by teacher*

· Activate prior knowledge

Teacher: “Today we are reading a book that has a puppy in it. Have any of you ever seen a puppy or had a pet puppy? What words remind you of puppies? Let’s write some on our KWL sheet under the word ‘knowledge’.” (Write down the words the students brainstorm. ie. lick, bark, soft, cuddle, etc)

· Hand out the books to the guided reading group

· Show the cover to the group and discuss what the image may depict
Teacher: “What do you see on the cover?”

Student(s): “A dog!”, “A red book bag”, “A pencil and books”
Teacher: “Why might there be a dog with a book bag on the cover?”

Student(s): “The dog is eating the homework”

Teacher: “Maybe so, what else might be happening?”

Student(s): “The dog is going to school!”

Teacher: “Another great option.”

· Read the title by sounding out the words
Teacher: “Why don’t we read the title of the book and see if that helps us any with what the story might be about.”

Student(s) sound out: “Biscuit -  Goes – to - School.”

Teacher: “Great job sounding out those words!”

· Tell the class what the book is about generally

Teacher: “Just like you mentioned the title and pictures let us know that this story is about a dog that goes to school. What does the title tell us the dog’s name is?”

Student(s): “Biscuit!” 

Teacher: “Yes. This story is about a golden retriever named Biscuit who decides to go to school and discovers some things we do here at school.”
· Predict the storyline

Teacher: “What do you think might happen to Biscuit when he wants to go to school?”

Take ideas from students and write them on your KWL sheet.
· Review familiar vocabulary already on your word wall
Teacher: “Let’s look at our word wall and see what words are in this book that we already know. (everyone, class, teacher, play, here, bus and school.) There are also 5 new words for our word wall. (Hand one to each student: snack, story, pond, woof, dog, and biscuit and have them read them aloud. Give sound clues as needed and allow other students to help the child holding the word. Then have them use the word in a sentence and  tape it to the word wall.)
During (10-15 min)
· Have each student in the circle read a page of the story aloud.
Allow other students to aid the reading student after five to ten seconds by having them turn the book around and point to the difficult word for the others to read. Be sure to note the words that students are experiencing difficulty with on your assessment sheet for discussion later.
· Have the students show the pictures to each other after reading their page.
· Pause to reflect and answer any student questions
Teacher: “Why might Biscuit want to go to school? What book might the teacher be reading to the class? What game might they be playing with the ball? What is the teacher writing on the board? How might Biscuit feel about this?”

After (5-7 min)
· Ask students how they liked the story and reflect on what we learned on the K-W-L chart
· Talk about favorite parts and difficult words
Teacher: “What was your favorite part? What words did you find difficult on your page. Can you find it again and point it out so we can put a star beside it for all of us?”

· Reread if necessary

· Respond to student questions

*Assess student progress in guided reading folder on guided reading rubric. Student must complete task 3 times to master a skill.

Differentiation

Differentiation can be done for students by using music to sing out their words on their given pages or creating drawings as responses to the questions about how Biscuit may feel at school. Much of the differentiation will occur as the groups are split by reading levels.
Appendix  1.1 KWL Sheet
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	What we Expect to Happen
	What we Learned

	
	
	


Appendix 1.2 Assessment Rubric

	Student Name
	Outcome
	Date 1st observed
	2nd Date observed
	Date Mastered

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


