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Senses Lesson #1: Introduction to our 5 senses
NSES Content Standards:
  Science as Inquiry             

· Content Standard A: Abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry
Understanding about scientific inquiry

   Physical Science
· Content Standard B: Properties of objects and materials
Objects have many observable properties, position and motion of objects, light, heat, electricity and magnetism. 

NB Curriculum Standards:

You and Your World, Unit 3: Our Senses

K 3.1 Identify the five senses and describe methods to care for them;

K 3.2 Use one or more of their senses to explore the characteristics of materials, 
noting how materials can be manipulated

K 3.3 Develop vocabulary about sensory experiences that permits meaningful 
communication of ideas.
Engaging Question:
· What are senses?

To sense is how our body perceives things that happen to us outside of our bodies. To put it in even simpler terms, our senses can help us know a lot about our surroundings. There are 5.

Materials:
Exploration: Mint leaves to distribute to students, 3 musical instruments, 1 hidden penny, invisible bag of imaginary apples,
Other subjects: 

· Movement & balance covers elements in Physical Education

· Listening to musical instruments and classical music covers elements in Music curriculum

Use of Technology:

· Use of SMART Board to introduce Word Wilma, Taking a look at Bugs bunny clip on YouTube to see the difference a silent film makes.

Explanation: 
Senses Bulletin Board, Word Wilma on SMART Board, Merlin the Monkey (giant stuffed animal)

Expansion: larger space for students to stand in a circle and to move around.
SMART Board for Bugs bunny clip with music. 

Evaluation:  Exit Slip: circle 5 senses.

Exploration & Explanation:

PRESENT SENSES BOARD:

Introduce students to the 5 senses by doing 5 group activities that briefly highlight what each one is. Make reference to the senses board that depicts pictures of each sense: Hear, taste, touch, feel, and see.

1) Have the senses poster board placed at the front of the room so that everyone may see it. Have students sit in a circle, and close their eyes. Have students listen to the sound of three different instruments. Have them open their eyes and ask them what they heard. After discussion explain to the students that they used their sense of hearing. Hearing is one of our 5 senses, point to the ear on the senses poster.

2) Next have students look for a little penny that the teacher dropped around their desks. When students move around to search for the penny, turn off the lights. When someone finds the penny, have him or her come back to the circle and turn on the lights.  Ask the students if it was harder to find the penny with or without the lights. Why do they think this might be? Light helps us to see, without being able to see it is hard to do anything. We use our sense of sight to see where we are going and to be able to find things. Sight is a sense and we used this sense to help us find the penny. Point to the eye on the senses posters for students to see.

3) Come to the front of the class with a big sac. Make it look as thought there is a lot inside. Explain to students that you just picked a set of imaginary red apples. Pretend to place an “imaginary” apple into the hands of each child. Together, pretend to bite into the apple. Ask students how it tastes. We use our tasted to learn how something tastes. Does it taste good, does is taste bad? Taste is one of our senses. Show them where sight is on the senses bulletin board.

4) Next, have students close their eyes. Have students take mint leaves and rub them with their fingers. Afterwards, have them smell their fingers; Ask them what it smells like. Indicate to students that we are using our sense of smell to guess the smell. Point to the nose on the senses board.

5) Touch: Have students in a circle close their eyes a second time. Come around the room with Merlin the stuffed monkey, have students feel the softness of his tail. When students remove blindfolds, have them try to describe what they felt or think they felt. What is hard? Pointy? What does hard and pointy mean? Was the object soft or smooth? Cold or hot?” Point to the symbol for touch on the board to show the students.
6) Reveal to the students Merlin the stuffed monkey and the fact that they touched his tail.  Explain that we are going to learn about our 5 senses over the next few science lessons and that Merlin the monkey is going to learn with us.

Teach students MERLIN the MONKEY SONG: 
This song will be changed and modified according to each lesson, in order that it incorporate the sense being explored.

1) “Merlin the monkey is like you, Merlin the monkey is like you, Merlin the monkey is like you, because he wants to learn too.”

2) Introduce students the Word Wilma and that you will add the words you learn about the senses during each lesson. You could add some of the words that came up in discussion that day.

Expansion

Teach student that senses are important and that they help us perform a variety of different functions everyday. We need to take care of ourselves and our bodies, to keep senses of sight, hearing, touch, taste, and smell properly

Use the following activities to show the importance of our senses:

· Sight: Have students balance on one foot and then close their eyes. It is easier to balance with eyes open or with eyes closed?

· Have students wear their mittens and a blind fold and try to pass each other objects while standing in a circle. Is it harder to pass the object with a blindfold and mittens, than it is with our bare hands and being able to see?

· Watch a short bugs bunny clip on the SMART Board. Have students observe what happens without the music, then watch the same clip with the music. Ask the students what they notice.

Evaluation
Hands-on
Through discussion and questions asked by the teacher formative assessment will take place through observing students during discussion, response and overall participation in classroom activities. 
Exit Slip
On the exit slip have a series of images of the body in which students will need to circle the 5 parts representing the 5 senses: ear, mouth, hand, nose, eye

DRAW A PICTURE OF SOMETHING YOU LEARNED TODAY ABOUT YOUR SENSES:

Name: ___________________________________
DRAW A PICTURE OF SOMETHING YOU LEARNED TODAY ABOUT YOUR SENSES:

Name:______________________________
Senses Lesson #2: Exploring our World with Sound 
NSES Content Standards: 

  Science as Inquiry



· Content Standard A:

· Abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry

· Understanding about scientific inquiry

   Physical Science

· Content Standard B

· Properties of objects and materials

· Objects have many observable properties, including size, weight, shape, color, temperature, and the ability to react with other substances.  These properties can be measured using tools such as rulers, balances and thermometers

NB Curriculum Standards:

You and Your World, Unit 3: Our Senses

K 3.1 identify the five senses and describe methods to care for them;
K 3.2 use one or more of their senses to explore the characteristics of materials, noting 
how materials can be manipulated
K 3.3 develop vocabulary about sensory experiences that permits meaningful communication of ideas.

Engaging Question: 
How do we use our sense of sound to explore our world and how can we protect the organs we use to hear?

Materials
Exploration: 
· One Duck Stuck Tumblebook

Explanation:
· Cut out silhouette of a body (Word Wilma) or SMARTboard slide

·       Key words (tumblebook) written on cue cards or typed and covered with boxes          on SMART Notebook

· Marker 

· Chart Paper

· Merlin the Safety Monkey Stuffed Monkey

· Snowsuit, Scarf, winter hat, boots, mittens (on Merlin)

· Earplugs, earmuffs, safety headphones (For Merlin)

Expansion:

· 4 “Harmful vs Helpful” boxes- pre-assembled (three items should be harmful (ie. Q-Tip, shakers, a picture of snow/freezing weather) and three should be helpful (ie. Earplugs, earmuffs, safety headphones).
· Assessment Checklist

· Pen

· Body Outline Worksheet

Evaluation:

· Assessment Checklist

· Pen

Exploration: 

Goal: Children will listen to a tumblebook story. They will hear animals and objects that make certain sounds when they move. (Ex. The muck makes a “sploosh” sound.) Students can make the noises with their mouths as the “sound words” are read on the screen.

Explanation

Word Wall

Goal: Add to our unit word wall: Word Wilma (A silhouette giant paper cut out or SMART board slide)

1. Students will point out words we read in the story “One Duck Stuck” that are related to sound and we will stick the corresponding cue cards around the ears of Word Wilma.
Cue card words include: Loud, Quiet, Deep, High, Whoosh, Zing, Whoosh, Sound, Ear, Hear

Mini Discussion:

1. Ask students: What kinds of things make noise? Can the same two objects make a different sound?
2. Have students give examples of objects that are loud or soft, deep or high. Tell them an object and have them use their bodies and voices to make a sound that that object might make. 

Merlin the Safety Monkey

Goal: Add to Merlin’s safety gear for this new sense. Discuss when Merlin would wear each item. We must talk about the different ways we must protect our ears and the things that can be harmful to our ears/hearing (noise, water, weather).

1. Have students sing the following song to the tune of the Alice the Camel:
Merlin the monkey needs earplugs . Merlin the monkey needs earplugs. Merlin the monkey needs earplugs, so Merlin’s ears are safe.
Expansion
1. In groups of 4 give students a box of 6 items (3 things that could protect our ears, three things that could hurt our ears). Students must decide if an item is not helpful or harmful to our hearing and separate the objects into two groups. Students then raise their hands to show they have made a decision. The teacher listens to their reasoning and uses the evaluation checklist to keep track of students who show understanding of the terms and concepts.
2. Hand out a body silhouette sheet to each student and have them draw what they would use to protect their ears if they were going to a loud party.
3. On the blank side of the same sheet have students must pick a word from our Word Wilma Wall and draw one thing that could represent that word (ex. water for a swishy sound).

4. Closing group discussion:

Teacher will ask students to return to the communal space and poses questions that assess predictions of what a particular item may sound like. (ie. Will a trumpet be loud or quiet? Will a triangle make a high sound or a deep sound?)

Evaluation

Hands-on 

Students should be able to sort items according to how helpful or harmful they are to our hearing.
Reflective and Pictorial Assessment

Hand out Body silhouette sheet to each student and have them draw what they would use to protect their ears if they were going to a loud party. On the blank side of the same sheet have students must pick a word from our Word Wilma Wall and draw one thing that could represent that word. The teacher will collect drawings and record on check list to assess understanding.
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Senses Lesson #3: Exploring our World with Sight
NSES Content Standards:
  Science as Inquiry             

· Content Standard A: Abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry
Understanding about scientific inquiry

   Physical Science
· Content Standard B: Properties of objects and materials
Objects have many observable properties, position and motion of objects, light, heat, electricity and magnetism. 

*In this lesson, light, dark and other visual descriptors are used to describe objects.

NB Curriculum Standards:
You and Your World, Unit 3: Our Senses
K 3.1 identify the five senses and describe methods to care for them;
K 3.2 use one or more of their senses to explore the characteristics of materials, noting
how materials can be manipulated
K 3.3 develop vocabulary about sensory experiences that permits meaningful communication of ideas.
Engaging Question:
How do we use our sight to explore our world and how can we protect our eyes?
Materials
Exploration:
· copy of “The Rainbow Story ”, Author Unknown. 
               
Explanation:
· With a piece of paper and crayons, students will color and draw the words that they hear and will have explained to them. (Word Wilma) or SMARTboard slide
· Key words (bolded in story) written on cue cards or typed and covered with boxes on SMART Notebook
· Marker
·                     Chart Paper
·                     Merlin the Safety Monkey Stuffed Monkey
·                     Snowsuit, Scarf, winter hat, boots, mittens (on Merlin)
·    Sunglasses (For Merlin)
Expansion:
· 4 “One does not belong” boxes 

· Silhouette handout for each student

· Crayons to be shared amongst students

Evaluation:
· Teacher Checklist

· Pen

Exploration:
Teacher reads a story and students are asked that when a color is read, they point to an object in the room that is that same color. Show the PowerPoint pictures as one reads.
 The Rainbow Story   Author Unknown
Once upon a time the colors of the world started to quarrel: all claimed that they were the best, the most important, the most useful, the favorite.  

Green said: "Clearly I am the most important. I am the sign of life and of hope. I was chosen for grass, leaves, trees--without me, all animals would die. Look out over the countryside and you will see that I am in the majority." 

Blue interrupted: "You only think about the Earth, but consider the sky and sea. It is the water that is the basis of life and drawn up by the clouds from the deep sea. The sky gives space and peace and serenity. Without my peace, you would all be nothing."  

Yellow chuckled. "You are all so serious. I bring laughter, gaiety, and warmth to the world. The sun is yellow, the moon is yellow, the stars are yellow. Ever time you look at a sunflower, the whole world starts to smile. Without me, there would be no fun." 

 Orange started next to blow her temper. "I am the color of health and strength. I may be scarce but I am precious for I serve the needs of human life. I carry the most important vitamins. Think of carrots, pumpkins, oranges, mangos, and pawpaws. I don't hang around all the time, but when I fill the sky at sunrise or sunset, my beauty is so striking that no one gives another thought to any of you." 

Red could stand it no longer. He shouted out: "I am the ruler of all of you. I am blood! Life's blood. I am the color of danger and of bravery. I am willing to fight for a cause. I bring fire to the blood! I am the color of passion and of love, the red rose, the poppy and the poinsettia. Without me, the earth would be as empty as the moon!"  

Purple rose up to his full height. He was very tall and spoke with great pomp: "I am the color of royalty and power. Kings, chiefs, and bishops have always chosen me for I am a sign of authority and wisdom. People do not question me. They obey."  

Finally, Indigo spoke, much more quietly than all the others but with just as much determination: "think of me. I am the color of silence. You hardly notice me, but without me, you all become superficial. I represent thought and reflection, twilight and deep water. You need me for balance and contrast, for prayer and inner peace."  

And so all the colors went on boasting and quarreling, each convinced of their 

superiority. Soon, their quarreling became louder and louder. Suddenly there was a startling flash of bright lightening! Thunder rolled and boomed! Rain started to pour down relentlessly. The colors crouched down in fear drawing close to one another for comfort. In the midst of the clamor, Rain began to speak: "You foolish colors, fighting amongst yourselves, each trying to dominate the rest. Don't you know you were each made for a special purpose, unique and different? Join hands with one another and come to me."  

Doing as they were told, the colors united and joined hands. The rain continued: 
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"From now on, when it rains, each of you will stretch across the sky in a great bow of colors as a reminder that you can all live in peace.

The rainbow is a sign of hope for tomorrow. And so, whenever a good rain washes the world and a rainbow appears in the sky, let us remember to appreciate one another. 

The Rainbow story is posted at http://rainbowpetsitting.com/index.htm
Explanation
Add to our Word Wilma (This time it will be a rainbow) from our story: (giant paper cut out or SMART board slide)
Students will point out words we read that are related to sight and we will stick them on Word Wilma-the rainbow colors,
ie. Red, Blue, Green, Yellow, Orange, Indigo, Violet, bright.
Mini Discussion:
What kinds of things can we see? Have students give examples of a few of the words.
Merlin the Safety Monkey -
Add to Merlin’s safety gear each day by adding new item to his wardrobe in order of lesson topics.
To the tune of the Alice the camel song:
Merlin the monkey has no _____ ….. …... So merlin’s ______ will ________.
Expansion
1.  
In groups of 4 give students 4 images (three that feel the same and one that is different). Read a description of one of the 4 images, students must figure out which image is being described, remove it from the group and raise their hands to show they have figured it out. The teacher listens to their reasoning and uses the evaluation checklist to keep track of students who show understanding of the terms and concepts.
2.   Hand out Body silhouette sheet to each student and have them draw what they would use to protect their eyes if they were going out in the summer sunshine.
3.  
On the blank side of the same sheet have students pick a word from our Word Wilma Wall and draw one thing that might be described using that word. E.g. yellow, bright: the sun.
4.  
Closing group discussion:
Teacher will ask students to return to the communal space and pose questions that assess predictions of what a particular object might look like. (ie. What does lightening look like? What does nighttime look like? Emphasize the difference between light and dark. Add the words light and dark to the Word Wilma.
Evaluation
Hands-on
Students should be able to sort images by listening to different descriptions. The teacher will record this information on a checklist during the Expansion activity.
Reflective and Pictorial Assessment
Hand each students a new copy of the silhouette sheet (the cartoon figure). Have them draw what they would use to protect their eyes if they were going outside in the summer sunshine. On the blank side of the same sheet have students pick a word from our Word Wilma Wall and draw one thing that might be described using that word. The teacher will collect drawings and record on checklist to assess understanding.
Images and Description Activity
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Image 1: I see bright orange, blue, and pink. I see a dark sky and flashing lights.

Image 2: I see green, blue and white. I see a white house, and colorful dresses. The sun is shinning bright. I smell BBQ.

Image 3: I see green, yellow, purple, orange and red! They look good enough to eat!

Image 4: I see pink, white, green, blue, and brown. They are moving very fast!

Silhouette Cartoon Figure:
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Senses Lesson Plan: Smell

NSES Content Standards:
 Science as Inquiry             

·                     Content Standard A:
o        Abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry
o        Understanding about scientific inquiry
  Physical Science
·                     Content Standard B
o        Properties of objects and materials
§     Objects have many observable properties, including size, weight, shape, color, temperature, and the ability to react with other substances.  These properties can be measured using tools such as rulers, balances and thermometers.

NB Curriculum Standards:
You and Your World, Unit 3: Our Senses
K 3.1 identify the five senses and describe methods to care for them;
K 3.2 use one or more of their senses to explore the characteristics of materials, noting
how materials can be manipulated
K 3.3 develop vocabulary about sensory experiences that permits meaningful communication of ideas.

Engaging Question: 
How do we use smell to explore our world and how can we protect our noses from harsh smells?

Materials
Exploration:

· Pack of Mr. Sketch Smelly Markers

· Blindfold

Explanation:
·   Cut out silhouette of a body (Word Wilma) or SMARTboard slide
·   Key words (bolded in story) written on cue cards or typed and covered with boxes on SMART Notebook
·   Marker
·  Chart Paper
·  Merlin the Safety Monkey Stuffed Monkey
·  Nose plug, swim trunks, overhauls, and painting props and face mask (For Merlin)

Expansion:

· Worksheet on  good smells and bad  smells. 


Evaluation:
· Teacher Checklist

· Pen

Exploration:
The teacher will ask for 2-3 volunteers from the class to cover their eyes with the blindfold. Once the student’s eyes are covered the teacher will use the scented markers to allow students to explore their sense of smell.

The Teacher will open one marker and allow each student to smell it before asking them what is smelled like( they are familiar smells so students shouldn’t have too much difficulty). Students will answer. Teacher will repeat these four or five times.

Students will then remove the blind folds.

 
Explanation
Add to our Word Wilma (A silhouette) from our story: (giant paper cut out or SMART board slide)
Students will point out words we read that are related to touch and we will stick them on Word Wilma
ie. Sweet, stinky, fresh, stuffy, musky, floral 

Mini Discussion:

Teacher will pose the fallowing questions to students;

How do we smell?

With our noses?

Teacher will the go onto explain that when we smell something we take the smell into our noses and out noes then sends a message our brains telling us what we are smelling. It happens so fast that we don’t even realize it is happening. 

What are some smells that you like?

Students will give examples

What are some smells you think are bad?

Students will give examples.

What do you think is a good way to protect our noses?

 Students will give examples such as being careful about what they smell, using noes plugs when swimming. 

Merlin the Safety Monkey 

Merlin will be dressed for painting for today class.

Alright class. Today Merlin the Monkey is dressed for painting. Now, we know that paint sometimes has a funny smell and it can be bad if we smell too much of it, it can make us sick. What can Merlin wear to protect his noes while he is painting?

Class will give suggestions.

A good thing that Merlin can wear while painting is a face mask, it protects his nose but still allows him to breath.


To the tune of the Alice the camel song:
Merlin the monkey has no mask So merlin can’t paint yet.

*Before students leave for the day instruct them to bring in one of their favorite smells for the next day. 

Expansion

The next day in class students should have come with various items that have a smell that they like. Depending on the size of the class students will take turns explaining what the smell is and why they like it. If the class is large students will discuss in small groups the teacher will rotate around the room asking each students questions*( see evaluation section).

After sharing is done students will then begin an art project Good and bad smells where they will be given a picture of a nose and be asked to draw and colour three good smells and three bad smells around it:
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Evaluation 

· In evaluating what students have learned during this lesson the teacher will listen to the students explain their favorite smells. Looking for the reason why students have chosen the smells they have, looking for key words they have discussed in class. Teacher will check it off on the check list

· Teacher will also look at students pictures and formatively  asks students why they picked these good and bad smells.

Expansion Checklist

	Skill
	Check Box/ Comments

	Smell Sharing Activity
	

	Student is able to communicate effectively why they like their particular smell.


	

	Does the students use some of the key words discussed in class.


	

	Good Smell Bad Smell Activity 
	

	Is the student able to explain to the teacher why they chose there various good smells and bad smells?


	


Senses Lesson : Exploring our World of Taste
NSES Content Standards: 

  Science as Inquiry



· Content Standard A:

· Abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry

· Understanding about scientific inquiry

   Physical Science

· Content Standard B

· Properties of objects and materials

· Objects have many observable properties, including size, weight, shape, color, temperature, and the ability to react with other substances.  These properties can be measured using tools such as rulers, balances and thermometers

NB Curriculum Standards:

You and Your World, Unit 3: Our Senses

K 3.1 identify the five senses and describe methods to care for them;
K 3.2 use one or more of their senses to explore the characteristics of materials, noting 
how materials can be manipulated
K 3.3 develop vocabulary about sensory experiences that permits meaningful communication of ideas.

Engaging Question: 
How do we use our sense of taste to explore our world and how can we protect the organs we use to taste?
Materials
Engagement/Review: Microwave




Popcorn




Napkins

Exploration:    Pretzels
Lemons

Unsweetened cooking chocolate, or dark chocolate

Gummy bears

Sour Skittles

Pieces of apple
Paper
Explanation:
Cut out silhouette of a body (Word Wilma) or SMARTboard slide

Key words (bolded in story) written on cue cards Marker 

Merlin the Safety Monkey 
Toothbrush, and mask for Merlin
Expansion:

Paper

Markers or Pencil Crayons
Evaluation:

· Assessment Checklist

· Pen

Engagement/Review Activity

In the corner of the room have a microwave hidden behind an object so the students cannot see.  Hand out a piece of paper to the students and have them draw the symbols for the senses already learned (sight=eyes, hearing=ear, smell=nose, touch=hand).  Enthusiastically explain to the children that they are about to figure out and experience something using all of their senses.  Have them use the word wall to write down the words to describe what they experience for each of the senses.  Then start the microwave with the popcorn bag inside. Students should hear and smell the popcorn.  When the bag is finished popping take it out and give each student a handful on a napkin so that they can see it.  Lastly tell them they can eat the popcorn.  Ask them what sense they think they are using.

Exploration: 


Goal: For students to understand that they have taste buds and these send information to the brain to tell us whether food is sweet, sour, salty, or bitter

Number different areas around the room and at station have something that the students need to taste.

On a sheet of paper the students the to check off if they liked the food and draw a picture or write a word to describe how it tasted.

The different stations will go as follows (REMEMBER TO CHECK IF THERE ARE ANY ALLERGIES FIRST)
1. Pretzels

2. Lemons

3. Unsweetened cooking chocolate, or dark chocolate

4. Gummy bears

5. Sour Skittles
6. Pieces of apple
After everyone has been through each station come together and go through each of the 6 different foods and take a tally of which foods the students like the most.  Create a tally of the results to decide which food the most students liked or disliked.
Explanation
In pairs have students stick out their tongue and observe their partners tongue.  

Ask students what they notice or observe.

Do you know what the bumps are called? (tastebuds)
How do know how things taste? (send information to your brain)
Word Wall

Goal: Add to our unit word wall: Word Wilma (A silhouette giant paper cut out or SMART board slide)

2. Students will recall the words they thought of when eating the popcorn and then later during the stations.

Words should at least include: sweet, salty, bitter, and sour

Mini Discussion:

3. Ask students: What kinds of things can we taste? What kinds of things should we not eat? 

4. Have students come up with other foods that fall into the categories on the word wall. 

Merlin the Safety Monkey – 

Goal: Add to Merlin’s safety gear for each new sense by adding a mask to his mouth to represent the fact that we need to think about what we put in our mouths. 
Ask students what else we can do to protect our mouth? (not too hot so we burn our mouths, not eating poisonous food, pointy things, brush  their teeth, wear a mask so we do not share germs)
How can we protect ourselves from allergies? (don’t eat them or bring them near people who are allergic to them)


Sing a song about what student can and cannot eat to protect their tongue and their body.
2. Have students sing the following song to the tune of the Alice the Camel:
Merlin the monkey eats ​ice cream . Merlin the monkey eats ice cream. Merlin the monkey eats ice cream, and it tastes cold.
3. Merlin the monkey shouldn’t eat ​pencils . Merlin the monkey shouldn’t eat pencils. Merlin the monkey shouldn’t eat pencils, they might hurt his body.
Expansion

5. Have students draw  the body part used to taste food (tongue) in the middle of the paper.  Around the tongue have students draw four different food items, one for each of the following: sweet, sour, salty, bitter. 

6. Closing group discussion:

Ask students to think about what people in other cultures might eat and think of what these things may taste like.
Evaluation

Hands-on 
The teacher will have a checklist to ensure that students are able to answer questions during the discussion and other observations made by the teacher during the activities.
Reflective and Pictorial Assessment
     Students will pass in the sheet that was filled out during the Expansion Activity.  Here the students draw the body part used to taste food (the should choose the tongue) in the middle of the paper.  Around the tongue have students draw four different food items, one for each of the following: sweet, sour, salty, bitter and label the picture.  This will assess whether students understand which body part is used to taste and that the students understand how to identify different tastes. 
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Taste Activity Checklist
Students Name: 




	Task
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Was the student able to describe what they were tasting?
	
	
	

	Was the student able to choose and item for the Merlin song and choose whether or not it should be eaten?
	
	
	

	Was the student able to come up with an example for each of the different senses of taste?
	
	
	

	Was the student able to identify which body part is used to taste?
	
	
	


Senses Lesson #7: Senses Centres 

NSES Content Standards: 

  Science as Inquiry



· Content Standard A:

· Abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry

· Understanding about scientific inquiry

   Physical Science

· Content Standard B

· Properties of objects and materials

· Objects have many observable properties, including size, weight, shape, color, temperature, and the ability to react with other substances.  These properties can be measured using tools such as rulers, balances and thermometers

NB Curriculum Standards:

You and Your World, Unit 3: Our Senses

K 3.1 identify the five senses and describe methods to care for them;
K 3.2 use one or more of their senses to explore the characteristics of materials, noting 
how materials can be manipulated
K 3.3 develop vocabulary about sensory experiences that permits meaningful communication of ideas.
Interdisciplinary features:

Students will also meet language arts, math, social studies, music, and visual arts outcomes through this final lesson.

Engaging Question: 
How do we use our five senses (touch, taste, smell, hearing, and sight) to explore our world and how can we protect the sensory organs we use?

Materials

Exploration: 

· Have a clipped 12x15 Tupperware for each centre

Safety: 

· Marker 

· Chart Paper

· Merlin the Safety Monkey Stuffed Monkey

· Snowsuit, scarf, winter hat, boots, glasses, nose plugs, toothbrush, mittens (Sized for Merlin)

· Safety stamp and ink pad

· “I Can…” sheet (see appendix)

Touch: 

· A dark box with  flaps cut into the top and compartments for multiple touch items (soft, hard, cold, hot, slimy, squishy, etc)

· Velcro squares with corresponding items for the top of the box (may wish to wrote words on the top as well.

· Touch stamp and ink pad

· “I Can…” sheet (see appendix)

Taste:

· Four shakers containing four different flavours (salty, sweet, bitter, & sour)

· Laminated charts(see appendix)

· Whiteboard markers

· Kleenex to clean charts

· Taste stamp and ink pad

· “I Can…” sheet (see appendix)

Hearing:

· Sound machine with various heartbeat, bird and water sounds

· Laminated charts(see appendix)

· Whiteboard markers

· Kleenex to clean charts

· Hearing stamp and ink pad

· “I Can…” sheet (see appendix)

Sight:

· “Imagination Station” - fridge box with painted scenes on the inside walls

· Laminated charts(see appendix)

· Whiteboard markers

· Kleenex to clean charts

· Sight stamp and ink pad

· “I Can…” sheet (see appendix)

Smell:

· 6 plastic clip boxes with one scent in each (this can be achieved by placing a liquid on a cotton pad in each box for 24h)

· Laminated charts and scent cards (see appendix)

· Whiteboard markers

· Kleenex to clean charts

· Smell stamp and ink pad

· “I Can…” sheet (see appendix)

Fantastic Five:

· Laminated charts, cards and spinner (see appendix)

· Pencil

· Paper Clip

· Whiteboard markers

· Kleenex to clean charts

· Smell stamp and ink pad

· “I Can…” sheet (see appendix)

Evaluation:

· Assessment Checklist

· Pen

· Passport for each student

· Markers for passport covers

Explanation:
· Cut out silhouette of a body (Word Wilma) or SMARTboard slide

· Key words on cue cards or typed and covered with boxes on SMART Notebook

Expansion:
· Computers
· Extra stamps and ink pads
Exploration: 

Goal: 

The students work through a series of centres to review their knowledge of the senses while the teacher assess student understanding using a checklist and higher order thinking questions.


The 7 centres are as follows:

Sight

· Students use a headlamp, laminated checklist and whiteboard marker to complete a checklist.

· They enter the “imagination station” and check off any objects on their checklist that they see.

· Once completed they show the teacher their completed checklist to get a sight passport stamp.

· The teacher will ask them the following higher-order thinking question to assess for the checklist:

Can you describe one item that you didn’t see in the box that we could add for next time? What might it look like?

Touch

· Students put the provided blindfold on each time they feel an item in each box

·  After touching an item they remove their blindfold and place the respective velcro touch square on the flap for the item they touched. (They should match).

· Once completed they show the teacher their completed box to get a touch passport stamp.

· Students can then check their guesses under the lid

· The teacher will ask them the following higher-order thinking question to assess for the checklist:

Think of one object in your bedroom. What is it and what does it feel like?

Hear

· Students listen to each sound on the machine and match the number next to those sounds with the category it would fall under: (Heartbeat, birds or water). They write the numbers in the columns on their chart.

· Once completed they show the teacher their completed table to get a hearing passport stamp.

· The teacher will ask them the following higher-order thinking question to assess for the checklist:

What are some of the things you hear when you are outside at recess? What do they sound like?

Taste

· Students look at each of the shakers and write their initial taste guesses on their laminated chart with whiteboard markers (Four shakers contain: ground dark chocolate[bitter], salt[salty], sugar[sweet], and the sour sugar from sour candies[sour])

· They then shake each of the powders on their hand and taste them

· A second guess is made as to the taste of the powders.

· Once completed they show the teacher their completed table to get a taste passport stamp.

· The teacher will ask them the following higher-order thinking question to assess for the checklist:

What is one thing you ate today or yesterday and could you describe the taste to me?

Smell

· Students open each container and smell the contents

· They then Velcro their scent guess next to the number of the box they have just smelled inside.

· Once completed they show the teacher their completed table to get a taste passport stamp.

· The teacher will ask them the following higher-order thinking question to assess for the checklist:

What is one thing you ate today or yesterday and could you describe the taste to me?

Fantastic Five

· Students play with a partner and take turns. 

· They spin the wheel on their turn and place a sense picture with the sense they spun on their game board.

· Once one partner has completed their board they both show the teacher their completed table to get a fantastic five passport stamp.

· The teacher will ask them the following higher-order thinking question to assess for the checklist:

Could you describe your favorite thing in the classroom to be using your sense words from our word wall and other sense words you know?

 Safety

· Students try to dress Merlin the monkey up in a way that protects all five of his senses using the items provided. 

· Once the student has dressed Marlin, they can show the teacher to get a safety passport stamp.

· The teacher will ask them the following higher-order thinking question to assess for the checklist:

What might you use to protect your sensing body parts on a really hot day at the beach?
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Explanation

Goal: 

Students are briefly shown how the passport works and to follow the “I Can…” charts at each centre to know what to do.
Expansion

Goal: 

To encourage students to use their higher-order thinking skills while interacting with each of the senses.

· Have students answer a quick question upon completing each centre (all are noted above in italics) before receiving their centre stamp.

· Students may also with to repeat a centre, if time permits, or interact with a technology centre containing the following interactive websites (extra stamps can go on the inside covers of the passport):

http://pbskids.org/sid/isense.html
http://www.sadlier-oxford.com/readers/health/book1/game.htm
http://www.scholastic.com/magicschoolbus/games/sound/
Evaluation

The teacher will use the stamping of passports (for centre completion, not mastery) as an opportunity to assess student knowledge of the topic. They can use the centre activity to assess for a “3- meeting curriculum goals”, “2- some evidence of understanding”, or “1- incomplete or no evidence of understanding”. The higher-order questions that are asked at each station are to give the opportunity for a student to attain a “4 –exceeds curriculum expectations”. The rubric for this activity can be found in the appendix.

Hands-on 

Students will sort and interact with a kinesthetic object at every station.

Reflective and Pictorial Assessment

Students will draw on some assessment and reflect on their learning in all of the assessments.
	Student Name
	Taste
	Smell
	Hear
	See
	Touch
	Safety
	Senses Together

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


4 –exceeds curriculum expectations, 3- meeting curriculum goals, 2- some evidence of understanding, 1- incomplete or no evidence of understanding





Good Smells and Bad Smells





I Can…


Look at the shaker numbers


Write my taste guesses


Shake powders on my hand and taste them


Write my taste guesses  again


Show my sheet to the teacher for a stamp





I Can…


Feel the item in each box


 Place my guess on the flap for each item


Show the teacher to get a stamp


Check my guesses under the lid





I Can…


Use a headlamp


Enter the imagination station


Check off animals I see on my checklist


Show the teacher my checklist to get a stamp








I Can…


Play with a partner 


Spin the wheel 


Place a picture with the sense I spun 


Take turns


 Show the teacher our finished pages to get our stamps 








